#2236 Adopted 11/10/2022

AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING THE CHARLESTON COUNTY ZONING AND LAND
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE, NUMBER 1202, AS
AMENDED, TO ALLOW REMOVAL OF TREES SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS
IN ASSOCIATION WITH MITIGATION BANKS AT THE FOLLOWING
DOCUMENT LOCATIONS: CHAPTER 9, DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

WHEREAS, the South Carolina Local Government Comprehensive Planning Enabling
Act of 1994, Section 6-29-310 et seq., of the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, as amended,
authorizes the County of Charleston to enact or amend its zoning and land development
regulations to guide development in accordance with existing and future needs and in order to
protect, promote and improve the public health, safety, and general welfare; and

WHEREAS, the Charleston County Planning Commission (“Planning Commission”)
has reviewed the proposed amendment to Chapter 9, Development Standards, of the
Charleston County Zoning and Land Development Regulations Ordinance (ZLDR), in
accordance with the procedures established in South Carolina law and the ZLDR and has
recommended that the Charleston County Council (“County Council”) adopt the proposed
amendment of the ZLDR as set forth herein; and

WHEREAS, upon receipt of the recommendation of the Planning Commission, County
Council held at least one public hearing, and after close of the public hearing, County Council
approved the proposed amendment based on the Approval Criteria of Section 3.3.6 of Article
3.3 of the ZLDR; and

WHEREAS, County Council has determined the proposed ZLDR amendment meets
the following criteria:

A. The proposed amendment corrects an error or inconsistency or meets
the challenge of a changing condition; and

B. The proposed amendment is consistent with the adopted Charleston
County Comprehensive Plan and goals as stated in Article 1.5; and

C. The proposed amendment is to further the public welfare in any other

regard specified by County Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, be ordained it by the Charleston County Council of Charleston, in
meeting duly assembled, as follows:

SECTION 1. FINDINGS INCORPORATED

The above recitals and findings are incorporated herein by reference and made a part
of this Ordinance.
SECTION II. AMENDMENT OF THE ZONING AND LAND
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE
The Charleston County Zoning and Land Development Regulations Ordinance is
hereby amended to include the amendment attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and made part of
this Ordinance by reference.

SECTION lII. SEVERABILITY

If, for any reason, any part of this Ordinance is invalidated by a court of competent
jurisdiction, the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION IV. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately following third reading by County
Council.



ADOPTED and APPROVED in meeting duly assembled this 10th day of November 2022.

ATTEST:

By:

Kristen L. Salisbury
Clerk to Charleston County Council

First Reading: July 12, 2022
Second Reading: August 23, 2022
Third Reading: November 10, 2022

CHARLESTON COUNTY COUNCIL

By:

Teddie E. Pryor, Sr.
Chairman of Charleston County Council



Sec. 9.2.1 General

EXHIBIT “A”

A. Trees are essential natural, invaluable economic, and priceless aesthetic resources.
They play a critical role in purifying air and water, providing wildlife habitat,
enhancing natural drainage, and managing stormwater and sediment. They also
help conserve energy by providing shade and shield against noise and glare. Trees
promote commerce and tourism by buffering different land uses and beautifying the
landscape. For these and other reasons, this Article is intended to enhance the
health, safety and welfare of Charleston County and its citizens and visitors.

B.

Applicability and Exemptions.

1. The provisions of this Article apply to all real property in unincorporated
Charleston County, except as otherwise expressly exempted.

2. The following are exempt from the provisions of this Article:

a.

b.

Single family detached residential Lots of record are exempt
except for those relating to Grand Tree documentation,
protection and replacement. This does not exempt applications
for Major or Minor Subdivisions from the requirements of Sec.
9.4.4, Landscape Buffers.

This Article shall not restrict public utilities and electric suppliers
from maintaining safe clearance around existing utility lines, and
existing Easements in accordance with applicable state laws.
Siting and construction of future gas, telephone,
communications, electrical lines, or other Easements shall not
be exempt from the provisions of this Article.

Removal of Trees for “bona fide forestry operations” shall
comply with state law.

Removal of Trees for Bona Fide Agricultural Uses pursuant to
Sec. 3.8.2, Exemptions, Sub-Paragraph A, provided this
exemption does not apply to the Grand Tree documentation,
protection, and replacement requirements of this Ordinance.

Removal of trees associated with relocating the OCRM Ciritical
Line pursuant to 4.24.4 C., except Grand Tree removal shall be
mitigated inch per inch pursuant to section 9.2.6 of this
Ordinance.

Removal of trees for safe clearance of aircraft as required by
federal law or the establishment of facilities exclusively
dedicated to Aviation operations are exempt.
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