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Obatala Sciences selects Charleston County for first East Coast operation 
$656,000 investment will create 46 new jobs and training opportunities 
 
Obatala Sciences (Obatala), a biotechnology company, today announced it selects Charleston County for its first East 
Coast operation. The company’s $656,000 investment will create 46 new jobs and training opportunities in biotechnology 
and related fields.   
  
Based in New Orleans, Obatala develops and manufactures biomaterials, stem cells, media and advanced tissue models 
to support preclinical medical research. The company’s mission supports America’s ongoing efforts to increase its 
biomanufacturing and research capacity.   
  
Obatala’s new operation, located at Blue Sky Labs in Charleston, will facilitate partnership development, translational 
research, product development and future scale-up activities tied to its human-derived biomaterials and 
microphysiological model technologies.   
  
Operations are already online. Individuals interested in joining the Obatala team should contact the company 
(careers@obatalasciences.com).  
 
 
QUOTES 
 
“Obatala Sciences was founded to change the way new therapies are discovered, tested and translated for patients. 
Expanding into Charleston County through our partnership with MUSC and Blue Sky Labs gives us access to an 
extraordinary innovation ecosystem and creates a meaningful bridge between our New Orleans headquarters and South 
Carolina’s growing life sciences community. Just as importantly, this partnership helps answer a national call to scale 
domestic advanced biomanufacturing capacity for high-value biotechnology products that support FDA New Approach 
Methodologies goals. We are excited to collaborate with partners who share our commitment to advancing human-
relevant research, strengthening U.S.-based biotechnology infrastructure and creating new opportunities for scientific and 
economic impact across the Southeast.”  
- Obatala Sciences Co-founder, President & CEO Dr. Trivia Frazier PhD, MBA 
 
“We are proud to welcome Obatala to South Carolina. As our state continues to strengthen its position as a leader in 
manufacturing and technology, we are pleased to see the company bring 46 new jobs to Charleston County.” 
-Gov. Henry McMaster  
 
“Obatala’s investment in the Palmetto State will support South Carolina’s ongoing growth in the life sciences sector. We 
welcome the company to the Lowcountry, and look forward to its growth in our state.” 
-Secretary of Commerce Harry M. Lightsey III 
 
“Obatala Sciences' expansion is a welcome addition to Charleston's growing business community. We're proud to see 
these jobs coming to our city and look forward to their continued success in the years ahead." 
-City of Charleston Mayor William Cogswell  

 
“Congratulations to Obatala Sciences on expanding its presence to Charleston County. This investment adds meaningful 
momentum to the region’s growing life sciences sector and strengthens our progress toward a thriving environment that 
delivers both economic opportunity and improved health outcomes for our community.”  
-Charleston County Council Chairman Joe Boykin 
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“Obatala Sciences’ exciting expansion at MUSC’s Blue Sky Labs further accelerates Charleston County’s emergence as a 
life sciences hub, bringing new talent, innovation, and opportunity to the region. Each new investment not only brings 

high-quality jobs to our community but also deepens the region’s capabilities in biotech innovation, research, and 

advanced manufacturing.” 
-Charleston County Economic Development Executive Director Merle Johnson 
 
“At MUSC, innovation is about building connections that turn promising ideas into meaningful opportunities. Our 
partnership with the South Carolina Department of Commerce and our regional partners allows us to leverage Blue Sky 
Labs as a gateway for life sciences companies looking to establish a presence in South Carolina. Obatala Sciences is an 
exciting early example of how this collaborative approach can strengthen Charleston’s innovation ecosystem while 
creating new opportunities for research, discovery and economic growth.” 
-Medical University of South Carolina Chief Innovation Officer Jesse Goodwin 
 
“Obatala Sciences’ investment is a great example of the innovation taking place within Charleston’s growing life sciences 
ecosystem. Their plans at Blue Sky Labs and partnership with MUSC demonstrate the value of having world-class 
research, clinical expertise and entrepreneurial resources working together in our region. We are proud to welcome this 
next phase of Obatala Sciences’ growth in Charleston County and look forward to their continued success.”  
-Charleston Regional Development Alliance Board Chairman Will Russell 
 
 
FIVE FAST FACTS 

• Obatala Sciences (Obatala) selects Charleston County for its first East Coast operation.  

• The company’s $656,000 investment will create 46 new jobs and training opportunities. 

• Obatala is a biotechnology company. 

• The company is located at Blue Sky Labs in Charleston, S.C. 

• Individuals interested in joining the Obatala team should contact the company 
(careers@obatalasciences.com). 

 
About Charleston County Economic Development 
For over three decades, Charleston County Economic Development Department has been dedicated to establishing and 
maintaining business relationships with new and existing industries to preserve the Charleston area’s exceptional 
business climate and quality of place. To learn more about Charleston County Economic Development, visit 
www.charlestoncountydevelopment.org. 
 
About Obatala Sciences   
Obatala Sciences is a biotechnology company revolutionizing drug discovery through high-quality, ready-to-use, scalable, 
human-relevant tissue models that help researchers better predict how therapies will perform in people. Founded in 2017, 
the company develops innovative products and services for pharmaceutical, biotechnology and academic researchers 
seeking alternatives to traditional animal models for research in the fields of obesity, diabetes, cancer and regenerative 
medicine. Obatala is named for the West African deity tasked with sculpting the human body. Co-founded and run by an 
African-American female from New Orleans, Obatala Sciences is committed to creating more accurate models of human 
tissue, starting with their building blocks: the cells. For more information, please visit ObatalaSciences.com. 
 

----------- 
 

In keeping with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), those needing assistance should contact Charleston County at 
(843) 746-4086 during regular business hours. 

 
 

For information on Charleston County Government news and services, please sign up for our newsletter or visit 
https://www.charlestoncounty.gov/. 
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