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Sheriff Graziano Releases Video of In-Custody Death of Jamal
Sutherland

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 13, 2021

(North Charleston, SC) I have deferred to the family’s wishes to keep the video private until
they were ready, and they have now asked me to release the jail footage of their son, Jamal
Sutherland. I am directing the immediate release of all videos related to his death in their
entirety. We agree it is clearly time for the public to view what happened.

I will continue to make myself available to the Sutherland family and offer my sincere
condolences. | must respect the integrity of the ongoing investigations to ensure justice is served,
and therefore I will not be commenting on specific aspects of the video.

What occurred on Jan. 5, 2021, was a horrible tragedy. Our officers removed Mr. Sutherland
from his cell that morning in order to ensure that he received a timely bond hearing, as required
by law. Their efforts were complicated by the increasing effects that Mr. Sutherland was
suffering as a result of mental illness. This unfortunate tragedy has revealed an opportunity to
review existing policies. Similarly, we are looking at ways to improve safety for our staff
members and the residents of our detention center.

Since this tragedy occurred, we have assessed our resources and are evaluating options for global
improvement, including a focus on mental health awareness. In my career as a law enforcement
professional, | have seen my fellow officers take on mental health responsibilities that they are
not equipped to handle. This must be changed, and | am committed to implementing that
change. These are systemic issues that our nation is facing on a daily basis.

As sheriff, | regret that this occurred. I will continue to work with our judicial system, health care
professionals, and community to ensure we are continually improving our processes and
promoting the safety of all our residents and staff. This will require a lot of work, and we will
continue to engage our community in conversations around these topics.
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